
SLOOPER SOCIETY OF AMERICA 
The Norwegian Mayflower People 

Organized at the Ottawa Centennial, October 9, 1925 

September 2, 1992 

Dear Slooper & Interested Norwegians: 

You are invited to the 67th Annual 
Slooper Society of American Meeting, SUNDAY, 
OCTOBER 4TH, 1992, at the Norway Community 
Building, Norway, Ill., on Route 71. Dinner 
will be served promptly at 1:30 p.m. Please 
bring two dishes to pass and table service 
for your family. (Ladies, we'd surely 
appreciate some good of Norwegian food.) 
Drinks will be furnished. 

You are cordially invited to attend 
church services in the area on this date. 

Fox River Lutheran Church 9:30 a.m. 

Norway Methodist Church 11:00 a.m. 
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The Norsk Museum will be open for your 
enjoyment. The Norway Store will be open 

\Nap,/ until 1:00 p.m. They have many Norwegian 
goodies. You may want to visit other Norwegian 
historical attractions. 

We will be entertained by Eve St. Marie 
who sings for the Lord. I am sure you will 
enjoy her presentation. 

We still have a few Slooper Society of 
America T-Shirts available. We should have 
information regarding a reprinting of the 
Slooper book. Door prizes as usual. 

Let's get our families together and have 
a great day October 4th, 1992. 

Dan Hougas, Secretary 
Slooper Society of America 

THE SLOOPERS VOYAGE TO AMERICA 

The first group of Norwegian Immigrants to 
America departed Stavanger, Norway — July 4, 
1825 or. the Sloop — Restoration and these 52 
persons entered New York Harbor October 9th —
98 days later. Cleng Peerson led this group first 
to Upstate New York . . . then to this area of 
Illinois near Norway where the first Permanent 
Norwegian Settlement was established. Descend-
ants of these Norwegians who came over on the 
Sloop have formed the Norwegian Slooper Society 
of America, that meets annually at the Norway 
Community Center in Norway, Illinois the Sunday 
nearest to October 9. 

President 
Pat Ainsley Hayes 
R. R. # 1 
Ottawa, IL 61350 
815/433-0061 

Vice President 
Rev. Wesley Hougsted 
180 N. Wood Dale Rd. 
Wood Dale, IL 60191 
708/595-9352 

Secretary 
Dan Hougas 
1711 Parklake Dr., Apt. 1C 
Morris, IL 60450 
815/942-6813 

Treasurer 
Silas Peterson 
Rt. 1, Box 216 
Sheridan, IL 60551 
815/496-2679• 
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Slooper Society 
NORWAY — The 67th annual Slooper Society 

meeting and potluck dinner was held Sunday, Oct. 
4, at the Norway Community Building. Descen-
dants of the Rosdail, Nelson, Stangeland and 
Hougas families were in attendance. 

A moment of silent prayer and a donation was 
given to the Norway Museum in memory of Mary 
Jane Nelson, who died this past year. 

Nora Stangeland McNab and her new book, 
"Onion Avenue" were welcomed from Portland, 
Ore. 

A display from the Norway Store was set up for 
everyone to view by Mr. and Mrs. Wayne 
Borchsenius. 

Eve St. Marie of Wooddale entertained the group 
with a variety of gospel songs. 

Door prizes were awarded to Krista Hougsted, 
Dennis Southcombe, Marietta Classon and Allen 
Rosdail. 

Decoration and kitchen committee were 
Marguerite Hougas, Witha Hougas, Lou Wise, 
Margie Tuftie, Arlene Cole, Kay Entwistle and Pat 
Hayes. 
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