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The Norwegian Mayflower People
Organized at the Ottawa Centennial, October 9, 1925

September 12,1994

Dear Sloopers and Interested Norwegians:
You are invited to attend the 69th
Annual Slooper society of America meeting,
Sunday, October 9, 1994 at the Norway
Community Building, Norway, IL on Route 71.
Dinner will be served promptly at 1:30 p.m.
Please bring two dishes to pass and table
service for your family. Drinks will be
furnished.
The Norsk Museum will be open for your
enjoyment. The Norway Store has many
Norwegian items and will be open for your
convenience.
Marvin Platten, Associate Professor at
Texas Tech. University, will be the presenter
at our meeting. Marvin and his wife, Marian,
were invited as "Honored Guests" to the 1993
Norwegian Emigration Festival held in
Stavanger, Norway. Marvin will show a video
of one of the main events: The "Sluppefolket",
which is the reenactment of the July 4, 1825
boarding of "The Restauration" performed by a
Norwegian theatre group. Also, Marvin will
tell us about Mr. Hans Storhaug, the director
of the Norwegian Imigration Center in Stavanger
and is in charge of the Festival. Mr. Storhaug
is interested in making further contact with
our Slooper Society to encourage our attending
the Festival in 1995 for the 170th anniversary
of the voyage of the Restauration. In
addition, Marvin will show some video of his
visit to Ombo Island in the Stavanger Fjord
where his great great grandfather, Ole Olsen
Hetlevelt, was born and farmed until he came
to America on the Restauration.

THE SLOOPERS VOYAGE TO AMERICA
The first group of Norwegian Immigrants to
America departed Stavanger, Norway — July 4,
1825 of the Sloop — Restoration and these 52
persons entered New York Harbor October 9th —
98 days later. Cleng Peerson led this group first
to Upstate New York . . . then to this area of
Illinois near Norway where the first Permanent
Norwegian Settlement was established. Descendants of these Norwegians who came over on the
Sloop have formed the Norwegian Slooper Society
of America, that meets annually at the Norway
Community Center in Norway, Illinois the Sunday
nearest to October 9.

President
Pat Ainsley Hayes
R. R. # 1
Ottawa, IL 61350
815/433-0061
Vice President
Rev. Wesley Hougsted
180 N. Wood Dale Rd.
Wood Dale, IL 60191
708/595-9352
Secretary
Dan Hougas
1711 Parklake Dr., Apt. 1C
Morris, IL 60450
815/942-6813
Treasurer
Silas Peterson
Rt. 1, Box 216
Sheridan, IL 60551
815/496-2679

Come and spend the day with us Sunday,
October 9, 1994. I'm sure it will be a very
enjoyable time.
Sincerely,

Dan Hougas, Secretary
Slooper Society of America
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Mr. Dan Hougas
August 30, 1994
Secretary, The Norwegian Slooper Society of America
1711 Parklake Dr., Apt. 1C
Morris, IL 60450
Dear Dan:
Enjoyed talking with you on the phone last Monday, albeit short and to
the point! I'm glad to know that you will pick me up at O'Hare and that
you'll be putting me up. Great! 1,,
"
6` 3 3
; fra,
7°
My flight, American Airlines # 2330M will land at O'Hare 10:50 a.m.
Saturday, Oct. 8, 1994.
I will take American Airlines # 2225M back to Lubbock (via DFW)
12:00 noon, Monday, Oct. 10.
I hope the following is somewhat near to what you wanted from me:
Marvin Platten will be the presenter at the annual meeting of the
Norwegian Slooper Society of America Oct. 9, 1994. Platten, who, with
his wife Marion, were invited as "honored guests" to the 1993
Norwegian Emigration Festival held in Stavangar, Norway, will show a
video of one of the main events of this festival: the "Sluppefolket,"
which is the reenactment of the July 4th.,1825 boarding of the
aRestauration" performed by a Norwegian Theatre group. Platten will
also tell us about Mr. Hans Storhaug, the director of the Norwegian
Emigration Center in Stavanger, Norway. Mr. Storhaug is in charge of
this Emigration Festival in Stavangar that is held the second week in
June every year. He is very interested in making further contact with
our Slooper Society and would love to have as many Sloopers as
possible attend this festival in1995 for the 170th. anniversary of the
voyage of the "Restauration."
In addition, Marvin will show some video of his visit to Ombo Island in
the Stavanger Fjord where his great-great grandfather, Ole Olsen
Hetletveit, an original Slooper, was born and farmed until he came to
America on the "Restauration." He will share with us how hard it must
have been to farm on such rocky and hilly land, which is probably one
reason Ole and thousands of other Norwegians came to America .
Marvin Platten is a an Associate Professor at Texas Tech University;
Lubbock, Texas. He is "partially retired."

Dan, please feel free to change anything concerning the above. After all,
you are the editor and you know what is best for the publication and
for the Slooper Society of America.
I am really looking forward to seeing you and the other Sloopers, Dan,
You and Pat sure showed Marion and I a great time last summer!
Unfortunately, Marion will not be able to accompany me on this trip in
October as she will be heavily involved in planning for a celebrity
auction for our classical music station at that time.
After we left Illinois last summer, we drove to Decorah, Iowa where we
visited the Vesterheim, the Norwegian-American Museum. Here, we
learned that Cleng Peerson is buried in the Our Saviors Lutheran
Church cemetery in Clifton, Texas, not to far from Waco. As you
probably know, Cleng Peerson was responsible for bringing Norwegians
to Texas in the early the 1800s. We plan to drive to Clifton, hopefully,
in the near future.
Meanwhile, back to our summer trip, we then drove to Bloomington,
Minnesota to see Marion's brother, and then to Big Lake, Minnesota to
stay with my sister who, upon our arrival, was still in the hospital
because her upper left femur cracked when the doctors attached an
artificial hip to her leg on June 20th. She was finally able to come home
while we were still there. We were able to get a ramp built so that sis
could get into the house. As of this writing, she is finally able to walk
without support of some kind. While in Minnesota we visited some of
my cousins who farm in the northern part of the state. I went haying
with them. Things sure have changed since I was a kid when we had to
pitch-fork the hay into the wagon!
Another letter waiting for us when we finally arrived home was one
from the Wiiks written before they left for the United States. You met
-them, I'm sure when they came to Ill. We are sorry that our schedules
didn't mesh so that we could meet them. We also got a mailing from
Wayne Borchsenius. He sent information about books about Cleng
Peerson authored by Alfred Hauge that Wayne mentioned to us while
we were all at the Norway Store. And what a store that is! I'm looking
forward to seeing him as well.
See you in Chicago, Dan.
/1)!AAv •ff
Marv. Platten

