Sunday October 5, 2025  
Bicentennial Commemoration of the immigrant Sloopers arrival in America in 1825
Following a worship service at Stavanger Lutheran Church, Slooper descendants returned to the Norway Community Building to take family grouping photos: Lars Larson- 4, Hersdal Nelson-16, Slovik Anderson-8, Hougas- 17, Hougas/Madland-22, Rossadal Rosdail-35

Minutes of the Business Meeting
The 100th annual Slooper Society Meeting was called to order at 12:40 by President Jan Rosdail-Aegerter. She gave a brief overview of why the Slooper Society was originally formed in 1925 and its purpose today.
This was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
A Bicentennial project of the Slooper Society was to mark the graves of the original Sloopers buried in the Fox River area.  President Jan Rosdail-Aegerter expressed thanks to all who helped on the committee by doing cemetery work, searching for and marking the graves.   
Thanks were given to Steve Southcombe for the years that he served as President of the Slooper Society, as well as to Erin Kauffman for her years served as treasurer.
Introductions: Jan then welcomed special guests:
· Peder Lundh, free lance writer reporter from Stavanger, Norway, here to write about cultural heritage in the United States
· Rolf Izaksen, Norwegian Historian LDS from SE Telemark in Norway, traveling  on to the celebration in New York following this Slooper Meeting.
 Peder and Rolf were joined by others who assisted them in singing the Norwegian National Anthem.
Mandi Beck came forward to give warm thanks and present flowers to the many Polar Star and Cleng Peerson Sons of Norway members who assisted in the year-long planning of the three-day Norwegian Heritage celebration.
Trustees: Jan thanked the trustees of the Slooper Society and introduced them to those in attendance: Kathy Anderson, Gail Boock, Robert Fruland, Dale Goodman, David Johnson, Kirk Mies, Angie Pokarney, and Jan Rosdail-Aegerter.
It was noted that “condensed reports” from officers would be delivered today due to time constraints. (Prior to this meeting, Trustees had read/accepted full copies of reports/information relating to 2024).
Secretary’s Report: The previously approved summary for 2024 was read by Secretary Angie Pokarney.
Report of the Treasury: The Trustees moved the Slooper treasury funds into an account with the Norsk Museum in July, 2025. Beginning balance reported was $4382.83, Income $332.07, Expenses: $30 for 6 monthly statements, and one bill for $36 for book postage.  Ending balance: $4648.90 is being held in the Norwegian Center account.  Records show that Kirk Mies has sold 51 Slooper books and Dale Goodman has sold 6. 
Election of Officers: Jan presented the following slate of nominees for next year’s officers:  
· President: Jan Rosdail-Aegerter 
· Vice President: Kathy Anderson
· Secretary: Angie Pokarney
· Treasurer: Dale Goodman
Gail Boock made a motion to cast a unanimous ballot in favor of the nominees.  McKenzie Rosdail Kaus seconded the motion.  Carried. 
Becky Rosdail was nominated by Gail Boock to be added to the Board of Trustees. This was seconded by Martha Priest. Carried.
Special Bicentennial Gifts: Jan acknowledged that a plaque would be presented by Kirk Mies to the crew of the replica Restauration for their dedication and effort in making the symbolic voyage sailing from Stavanger to New York this year honoring their ancestors.
Dale Goodman arranged for a Slooper Book to be presented to the Crown Prince of Norway during the royal visit to Decorah as a gift from the Slooper Society. A motion was made by Gail Boock to pay for both gifts from the Slooper account. Seconded. Carried.
Adjournment: Having no further business, a motion to adjourn was made by Roger Aegerter. Seconded by Sarah Mies. Carried.   The meeting adjourned at approximately 1:15. 
 The Norwegian table prayer was sung. 
Program: Following a delicious “Taste of Norway” buffet, Dave Johnson presented a Power Point slide show of recent visits to Norway highlighting farms of Cleng Peerson and the Sloopers as well as the departure of the replica Restauration on July 4.  The slides were accompanied by ballads featuring stories of several Slooper families.  
